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Introduction to Black & White Photography:
Processing film and developing a picture

1.  Goal:

a. Ability to process a roll of film on their own
b. Ability to develop a print (photograph)
2.  Objectives:

a. Through demonstration and hands on experience, students will gain the ability to process a roll of film and develop a print
b. Working with other students to perfect their photography skills
3.  Special circumstances: Demonstrations at the beginning of class and then lab (hands on) work time for the students.  Students will be allowed to work at their own pace and deadlines will be flexible as long as they are working hard on each project.
4.  Materials needed:

a. Film processing canister
b. Processing and developing chemicals
c. Film
d. Photo paper
e. Film processing note card
5. Time needed:  This lesson will take place over the span of 3 days/class periods.
6. The Lesson:

a. Anticipatory set: As the students walk in, they will see an enlarger (which is used to project prints onto photo paper) set up in the front of the room.  I will ask the students if anyone knows what it is or what it is used for.  Based on their responses, I will present them with the correct answer (if no one gave it) or expand on what the students already know.  I will also ask if the students have ever processed film themselves.
b. Learning Activity: Next, I will introduce the students to the enlarger and inform them what each part is and what its purpose/function is.  The students will be required to take notes as I go along.  While taking notes, they will be encouraged to ask questions on any part or function that they do not understand.  After they have learned about the enlarger, I will teach the students how to develop a roll of film.  Once again, the students will be taking notes as I go and I will be open to questions that further their understanding of the process.  All of this will be done through demonstrations by me. 
c. Guided Practice: After the students understand the idea of processing film, they will be assigned a partner to work with.  Between the two, they will be given a changing bag (which is used to load the light sensitive film onto the reel), processing canister (where the film is place once on the reel), reel, a practice roll of film and note cards.  One student will place the materials into the changing bag and start to load the roll of film onto the reel.  As they go, they will be required to describe to their partner each step that they are performing.  Their partner will write down the steps and check them at the end of processing.  After the first student has loaded the film, they will explain how to process the film.  The partner will go through each step that they have written down to make sure that the student performed them correctly and in the proper order.  This process will repeat with the other student.  I will walk around the studio to help students if they are having trouble loading the film or have questions regarding the topic of processing.  I will praise those students who have completed the process correctly so they know they are doing a good job.
d. Independent Practice: To evaluate how well the students have learned the concept of making a print, they will be required to make a print in the darkroom.  The print will be graded on quality (sharpness, graininess, etc.), tone (is what is supposed to be black, black? And what is supposed to be white, white?). This also allows them to express themselves through a form of art. Students will also be required to make a note card for the steps of processing film.  This will help them review the steps each time they process a roll of film.
e. Closure: At the end of the lesson, I will review the steps of film processing and developing a print.  I will point out to the students that it is vital that they understand these two topics because they are the basis for the rest of the class.  I will introduce the next topic: shooting a roll of fill (pictures of people: friends, family, etc.), developing it and making four good, quality prints.  This will incorporate everything that the students have just learned and forces them to apply their new knowledge. 
